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TRIBUTE TO MR. DICK CHAMPION 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Mr. Dick Champion, di-
rector of the Independence Water Pol-
lution Control Department. 

Mr. Champion is an exceptional lead-
er and public steward dedicated to the 
improvement of Missouri’s and the Na-
tion’s environment and public health. 
It is my pleasure to congratulate Mr. 
Champion on becoming the new presi-
dent of the National Association of 
Clean Water Agencies, NACWA, for-
merly the Association of Metropolitan 
Sewerage Agencies, AMSA, Mr. Cham-
pion is ideally suited for this national 
leadership position. 

Mr. Champion began his career in 
water pollution control in 1969. He has 
been with the City of Independence, 
MO, Water Pollution Control Depart-
ment for the past 27 years and has been 
director of the department since 1983. 
The department is responsible for the 
Sanitary Sewer Utility, the Storm 
Water Management Program, the 
Household Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Program, and related environ-
mental compliance. 

He was appointed by the Jackson 
County Executive and legislature to 
the Jackson County Stormwater Com-
mission, to coordinate regional 
stormwater policy and planning. Since 
its creation in 2001, Mr. Champion has 
been serving as vice-chair of the com-
mission. 

He has been an active member of 
NACWA since 1992, was elected to the 
board of directors in 1999, and now 
serves at NACWA’s vice president and 
chair of the Strategic Planning Com-
mittee. Mr. Champion will become 
NACWA’s president on July 18—an im-
pressive accomplishment and one that 
will no doubt help secure NACWA’s 
role as the leading advocate for sound 
water quality policies. 

Mr. Champion earned a BS degree in 
political science with an emphasis in 
local government and public adminis-
tration from Central Missouri State 
University in 1973. As a student and 
throughout his career Mr. Champion 
has demonstrated an unwavering com-
mitment to public service and the im-
provement of water quality in Mis-
souri. The fish and fishermen of Mis-
souri owe a great deal to his tireless 
work to guarantee clean water. 

With Mr. Champion as president, 
NACWA will no doubt build on its rep-
utation as the leading advocate for re-
sponsible national policies that ad-
vance clean water and a healthy envi-
ronment. Simply stated, when I hear 
the term ‘‘environmentalist,’’ I think 
of public servants like Mr. Champion 
first. 

Again, it is my sincere pleasure to 
congratulate Mr. Champion on becom-
ing president of NACWA. I look for-
ward to working with him and NACWA 
to ensure continued water quality 
progress for Missouri and the Nation.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO JOE PURCELL 
∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, on 
Saturday, June 24, one of the finest 
public servants that my State has pro-
duced was honored in his hometown of 
Benton, AR. Joe Edward Purcell was 
many things to many people. He was a 
devoted family man. He was a loyal 
friend. He was also a dedicated public 
servant whose reputation for integrity 
and professionalism brought honor and 
respectability to every public office he 
held. 

Joe Purcell was born in the small 
southeast Arkansas town of Helena. 
Shortly after graduating from Little 
Rock Junior College, he enlisted in the 
U.S. Army for service in World War II. 
Upon his return from service, he en-
tered law school at the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville and grad-
uated in 1952. Later that year, he 
opened his law practice in Benton and 
quickly earned the reputation through-
out the community of a trustworthy 
advocate of the people he represented. 

‘‘Honest Joe’’ carried that reputation 
with him through what would become a 
distinguished career of public service 
at both city and State levels of govern-
ment. Beginning in 1955, Joe served as 
Benton City Attorney and later as Ben-
ton Municipal Judge. In 1967, he was 
elected as attorney general for the 
State of Arkansas. During his tenure, 
his leadership led to a number of re-
forms and innovations, including the 
establishment of the consumer protec-
tion office which to this day provides 
consumer education and promotes the 
principles of fair business practices and 
honest balloting. 

After an unsuccessful gubernatorial 
campaign, Joe was elected three times 
as Lieutenant Governor beginning in 
1975. In that capacity, he also became 
the acting Governor of our State for 6 
days in early 1979, when he filled the 
unexpired term of former Governor and 
Senator-elect, David Pryor, in the days 
prior to the gubernatorial inauguration 
of Bill Clinton. It was Clinton who 
would later describe his predecessor as 
‘‘a self-made man who represented hon-
esty and integrity in public service.’’ 
Joe would serve as our State’s Lieuten-
ant Governor until his retirement from 
public service in 1981. 

The Benton sidewalk memorial that 
was recently unveiled in honor of Joe 
Purcell is fittingly located just in front 
of the old Federal building downtown. I 
am hopeful that it will serve as a re-
minder to generations of Arkansans 
not just of the numerous accomplish-
ments that Joe Purcell compiled over 
his political career but also of the leg-
acy of integrity and public service that 
he has left us all. The genuine compas-
sion he held for those around him led 
him to a life dedicated to making his 
community and his State better places 
to live for all of us. It is truly a selfless 
principle for those of us in public serv-
ice, and those of us in our personal 
lives, to embody each and every day. 

I am proud to have on my staff a 
young man named David Hogue. David 

is the grandson of Joe Purcell and it 
was at his suggestion that this tribute 
in Benton came to fruition. David has 
been a tremendous asset to my office, 
and I am appreciative of all of his hard 
work and dedication on behalf of our 
State and its citizens. This fall, he will 
be headed to law school in Fayette-
ville, just like his grandfather so many 
years before, and I wish him the very 
best. 

It is often said that a community re-
veals itself, not only by the men it pro-
duces, but also by the men it honors 
and remembers. Joe Purcell embodied 
the best in all of us and because of peo-
ple like him, the community of Benton 
and the State of Arkansas are such 
wonderful places to live today.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PRINCETON 
HEALTH CARE CENTER 

∑ MR. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today I wish to celebrate the longevity 
and accomplishments of the Princeton 
Health Care Center in Princeton, West 
Virginia. Last week, this long-term 
care provider celebrated its 25th anni-
versary, and I wish to recognize its 
achievements and its enormous con-
tribution to its community. Twenty- 
five years ago, I stood with many com-
munity leaders in Princeton, at that 
time as Governor of West Virginia, to 
dedicate a brand new facility called the 
Princeton Health Care Center. 

Now, two and a half decades later, 
the Princeton Health Care Center is a 
120-bed facility in the heart of Mercer 
County. It serves residents of Prince-
ton and surrounding communities, in-
cluding Bluefield and most of southern 
West Virginia. The facility offers med-
ical services, nursing services, social 
services, therapeutic and recreational 
activities, dietary services, financial 
planning and consulting, transpor-
tation, and other standard activities 
many of us use in our daily lives. This 
litany of available services shows that 
this facility attends to all the needs of 
its residents—physical health, mental 
health, social well-being, and others. 
The health care center is located very 
near to the Princeton community, pro-
viding residents with easy access if it 
is ever needed. 

Long-term care is an enormously im-
portant part of our health care system 
and one that is often overlooked or un-
derfunded. By the year 2020, there will 
be more than 70 million older persons 
in America—more than twice the num-
ber today. We must provide our seniors 
with the dignity and peace of mind 
they deserve in their golden years. Fa-
cilities like the Princeton Health Care 
Center provide a place for those who 
need care to live comfortably and in 
their community while still getting the 
assistance that they require. 

The facility in Princeton is located 
in a serene setting, granting residents 
access to nature in all seasons and al-
lowing them to enjoy the outdoors. In 
addition to the center’s environs and 
its many amenities, the center boasts a 
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